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To know that print carries

meaning and, in English, is

read from left to right and
top to bottom.

To understand humour,
e.g. nonsense rhymes,
jokes.

To check that a text
makes sense to them as
they read and to self-

correct.

To showunderstanding
by drawing on what they
already know or on
backgroundinformation
and vocabulary provided by
the teacher.

To check that the text
makes sense to them as
they read and to correct
inaccurate reading.
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To listen to stories with
increasing attention and
recall.

To anticipate key events
and phrases in rhymes and
stories.

To begin to be aware of
the way stories are
structured.

To describe main story
settings, events and
principal characters

To enjoy an increasing
range of books.

To follow a story
without pictures or

props.

To listen to stories,

To listen to and discuss a
wide range of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry at a level
beyond that at which they

can read independently.

To link what they have
readorhavereadtothem
to their ownexperiences.

To retell familiar stories in
increasing detail.

To join in with discussions
about a text, taking turns
and listening to what
others say.

To discuss the
significance of titles and
events.

To participate in discussion
about books, poems and
other works that are read

to them
(at a level beyond at
which they can read
independently) and
those that they can read
for themselves,
explaining their
understanding and
expressing their views.

To become increasingly
familiar with and to retell
a wide range of stories,
fairy stories and
traditional tales.

To discuss the sequence
of events in books and
how items of information
are related.

To recognise, listen to
and discuss a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays,
non-fiction and

reference books or

textbooks.

To use appropriate
terminology when
discussing texts (plot,
character, setting).

To discuss and compare

texts from a wide
variety of genres and
writers.

To read for a range of
purposes.

To identify themes and
conventions in a wide
range of books.

To refer to authorial

style, overall themes

(e.g. triumph of good
over evil) and

features (e.g. greeting in
letters, a diary written in

the first person or the
use of presentational
devices such as
numbering and
headings).

To read a wide range of
genres, identifying the
characteristics of text

types (such as the use of

the first person in
writing diaries and
autobiographies) and
differences between
text types.

To participate in
discussions about
books that are read
to them and those
they can read for
themselves, building on
their own and others’
ideas and challenging
views courteously.

To identify main ideas
drawn from more than
one paragraph and to

To read for pleasure,
discussing, comparing and
evaluating in depth across

a wide range of genres,
including myths, legends,
traditional stories,
modern fiction, fiction
from our literary heritage
and books from other
cultures and traditions.

To recognise more
complex themes in what
they read (such as loss or

heroism).

To explain and discuss
their understanding of
what they have read,
including through formal
presentations and
debates,
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*Children need to be able to read and spell these words from the National Curriculum Word Lists.
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